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How we have designed our curriculum  

When considering the design of our Curriculum we wanted to ensure that 
we placed our learners at the centre of our planning. Our core Values 
define and shape our school and form the base layer of our curriculum. At 
Badcaul & Scoraig Primaries we want our Learners, Teachers, Support 
Staff, Parents and Community to feel: 

 
Valued  Nurtured  Respected and Included 

THE CURRICULUM RATIONALE 
 

Scoraig School Vision: 
 Together we are all aiming to be a….   

Successful    Confident    Organised    Responsible    Aspiring    Imaginative    
Group! 
 

Badcaul School Vision: 
 We aim to work……. 

Together    Always     Reaching     Goals      Every      Time     Successfully   
throughout our learning to be the best! 

 

Aims  
Our goal is to provide an environment where our pupils are happy, healthy and are 
given a high quality education, which allows them to achieve their full potential 
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Our Team agreed that we: 
 

 Work well as a team 

 Listen and respect each other and value difference 

 Are always friendly and approachable 

 Are child-centred 

 Are committed to parental involvement 

 Care about our children and families 

 Have happy, engaged children 

 Provide a breadth of exciting learning opportunities 

 Are committed to high standards of Teaching and Learning 

 Are willing to be FLEXIBLE and try new things 

 Equip children with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes they need to make 
informed choices for the 21st century 

 
  

Recognising the needs of the 21st Century 

Global Citizenship 

 We include a global dimension into many of our Social Studies topics and 
Inter Disciplinary Learning to ensure our pupils recognise their contribution 
and responsibilities as citizens of the global community and have the skills to 
make informed decisions to take responsible actions.  

 Pupils are given opportunities to: critically examine their own values and 
attitudes, appreciate similarities between peoples, value diversity, 
understand the global context of their lives; and develop skills to combat 
injustice, prejudice and discrimination.   

 

International Education 

 Pupils are prepared for life through active participation in a global 
multicultural society, by developing knowledge and understanding of the 
world and Scotland's place in the world. We work with our partner schools in 
Africa and France, and include a Global perspective in all our teaching. 

 

Sustainable Development 

 “The goal of sustainable development is to enable all people throughout the 
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world to satisfy their basic needs and improve the quality of their lives 
without compromising the quality of life for future generations.”   Education 
Scotland. Embedding themes relating to sustainability within the curriculum, 
and in the life of the school, develops our children and young people as global 
citizens and equips them with skills, values and attributes for learning, life and 
work. 

ICT 

 Computational Thinking, Digital Literacy and Computing Science. We are 
particularly aware of the priority to stay abreast of all teaching in these three 
key areas, as a major contributor to STEM and job projections for the next 
generation. (Estimated at job creation in the tens of thousands for Scotland.)  
 

 

Enterprise 

 In our schools we encourage children through creating opportunities for 
Enterprise. Encouraging co-operative learning roles and developing an 
understanding of real world money issues and commerce. 

 

Creativity 

 We aim to nourish and develop children's natural creativity by offering a 
variety of learning experiences and opportunities.  Creativity is promoted 
through open- ended questioning, r hands-on experimentation,  problem- 
solving, discussion and co-operative work.   
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BADCAUL AND SCORAIG PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ CURRICULUM 
FRAMEWORK 

  SUBJECTS 
Highland progressions followed for 

all subjects: 

 Numeracy 

 Literacy 

 Health and Wellbeing  

 Expressive Arts 

 French 

 Social Subjects 

 Sciences 

 Religious and Moral Education 

 Technologies 

 

Cross Curricular topics 

 A three-year rolling 

programme is planned with 

pupils to develop individual 

learning needs and interests 
 

WIDER ACHIEVEMENTS 
  
Sports Opportunities  

 Active Schools co-

ordinator programme 

 Lunchtime Sports Club 

Volunteer parents 

 Local Sports Clubs 

 

Outdoor Learning Opportunities 

 Use of local environment 

Countryside Ranger work 

 Inverewe Ranger 

 Outdoor Classroom (a 

joint school and nursery 

project) 

 P7 – Abernethy Residential 

Excursion / Transition Activities 

 John Muir Award Scheme  

 Photography Project (Scoraig) 

extended to Badcaul 

  

Expressive Arts Opportunities 

 

 Feis Ross Traditional Music 

 Kodaly Music 

 School Plays 

 Guitar Tuition 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

LEARNING PARTNERS 
 

Parent and Community Volunteers 

Adrian Hollister – photography studio 

Countryside Rangers 

John Muir Award Scheme 

Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape Partnership 

Scheme 

Crofting Connections 

Active Schools Coordinator 

LochBroom Swimming Pool 

National Trust – Inverewe gardens 

Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust 

Mobile Library Service 

Safe Strong and Free 

Safe Highlander 

NSPCC 

World Of Work  

The Wee Broom Charity Shop 

Partner Schools in Versailles and Malawi  

University of the Highlands and Islands 

McPhail Centre 

Associated Schools Group 

Transitions opportunities  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning for Sustainability 

Enterprise and Social Justice 

Eco-Schools 

Global Citizenship  

Critical thinking 

Scotland’s place in the world 

 

 

Celebrating our pupils    Sharing Our Work 

Certificates of achievement   Learning Journeys 

Star Moments    Blogs – sharing pupils’ work with parents 

Star of The Week    Learning conversations   

Work Of The Week   Peer an d Self Evaluation 

See Saw Digital Profiling 
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We aim to build our curriculum around the Seven Design Principles to ensure 
that every child can be the best they can. 

 

Principle  Principle How we achieve it at Badcaul & Scoraig Primaries 
Breadth 

(All children and young people 
should have the opportunities for a 
broad, suitably weighted range of 
experiences. The curriculum should 
be organised so that they will learn 
and develop through a variety of 
contexts within both the classroom 
and other aspects of school life) 

 Breadth is achieved by designing learning activities and contexts based on all the 
experiences and outcomes 

 Our staff plan for all pupils to have the opportunity to make good progress 
through all experiences and outcomes 

 Pupils work through all experiences and outcomes at a pace which ensures 
secure understanding and the ability to apply their learning in different contexts 

 More time is provided for areas of the curriculum where pupils require additional 
learning, time, support etc. 

 Pupils are provided with motivating and challenging activities within all 
experiences and outcomes to ensure they have the opportunity to experience 
aspects such as skills for learning, life and work 
 

Depth 

(There should be the 
opportunities for children to 
develop their full capacity for 
different types of thinking and 
learning. As they progress, they 
should develop and apply 
increasing intellectual rigour, 
drawing different strands of 
learning together, and exploring 
and achieving more advanced 
levels of understanding.) 

 

 

 Pupils are given opportunities to become more secure in their learning rather 
than moving quickly from one topic or level to the next 

 Collaboration between staff and pupils allows them the opportunity to add depth 
to learning by spending time discussing learning, explaining it to others, applying 
knowledge and skills in a variety of contexts and probing and researching 
particular issues 

 Staff use informed professional judgements about when pupils require further 
learning activities and contexts to secure learning within a level and when they 
need to move onto more challenging activities/levels 

Challenge      
Enjoyment 

(Children and young people 
should find their learning 
challenging, engaging and 
motivating. The curriculum 
should encourage high 
aspirations and ambitions for 
all. At all stages, learners of all 
aptitudes and abilities should 
experience an appropriate level 
of challenge, to enable each 
individual to achieve his or her 
potential. 
They should be active in their 
learning and have opportunities 
to develop and demonstrate 
their creativity. There should be 
support to enable children and 
young people to sustain their 
efforts.) 



 Staff have high expectations of what pupils can achieve 

 Activities are suitably challenging, engaging and motivating, encouraging high 
aspirations and ambitions for all pupils 

 Planning within the experiences and outcomes focuses on creating opportunities 
for pupils to actively engage in learning 

 Tasks selected are differentiated to present an appropriate challenge for all 
pupils 

 Resources are developed or selected to promote active learning and are relevant 
to pupils needs and the school /community context 

 Activities promote opportunities to develop and demonstrate creativity and 
innovation 

 Pupils have opportunities to overcome challenges and achieve success 

 There are opportunities for personal achievement across a range of different 

contexts 

Progression 

(Children and young people 
should experience continuous 
progression in their learning 
from 3 to 18 within a single 
curriculum framework. Each 
stage should build upon earlier 
knowledge and achievements. 
Children should be able to 
progress at a rate which meets 
their needs and aptitudes, and 
keep options open so that 
routes are not closed off too 
early.) 

 


 The organisation of experiences and outcomes into levels helps to plan for 

progression to meet the differing needs of learners, from those pupils who enter 
primary schools still requiring support for their learning at early level to those at 
the later stages who are ready to be challenged by more advanced concepts and 
contexts 

 Formative assessment evidence is actively used to allow teachers to make 
professional judgements about pupils’ progress. This will inform when they are 
ready for the challenge of new and stimulating learning contexts 
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Coherence 

(Taken as a whole, learning 
activities should combine to 
form a coherent experience with 
clear links between the 
different aspects of learning, 
including opportunities 
specifically planned to draw 
different strands of learning 
together. All children and young 
people have an entitlement to a 
curriculum which they 
experience as a coherent whole, 
with smooth and well-paced 
progression through the 
experiences and outcomes, 
particularly across transitions. 
Those planning the curriculum 
have a responsibility to plan in 
partnership with others how 
they will jointly enable children 
to move smoothly between 
establishments, building on 
prior learning and achievement 
in a manner which meets 
learners’ needs.) 

 

 

 Pupils experience a blend of programmes and studies across curriculum areas or 
subjects, interdisciplinary studies, opportunities for personal achievement and 
learning 

 Where appropriate, partners are a particular feature of planning 

 Through highly motivating contexts pupils see the links between different aspects 
of learning within and across subjects, curriculum areas and in interdisciplinary 
studies 

 There is coherence and consistency in the development of literacy, numeracy 
health and wellbeing and other skills for learning, life and work 

 Staff promote coherence in learning by using their overview of learning across 
the curriculum and their flexible approach to time management 

 In preparation for transition to secondary stages, pupils develop a clear 
understanding of individual areas and subjects in the curriculum and how they 
promote progression. They experience this through well designed 
interdisciplinary studies 

Personalisation & 
Choice 

(The curriculum should respond 
to individual needs and support 
particular aptitudes and talents. 
It should give each child and 
young person increasing 
opportunities for 
exercising,  responsible 
personal choice as they move 
through their school career.) 

 

 
 Staff use their knowledge of pupils’ prior experiences, learning and interests to 

provide customised support and feedback during teaching 

 Pupils have opportunities to undertake personal projects and have choice in a 
variety of activities 

 Pupils are involved in the planning and assessment processes 

 Pupils are encouraged to pursue aspects of learning independently 

 There are opportunities for personal achievement across a wide range of cultural 
sporting and community areas both within and out-with school 

Relevance 

(Children and young people 
should understand the 
purposes 
of their activities. They should 
see the value of what they are 
learning and its relevance to 
their lives, present and future.) 

 

 

 The curriculum content connects with the child’s experience, learning and 
interests in and beyond the school environment 

 Staff use their in-depth knowledge of the whole child during learning and 
teaching to inform and shape contexts for learning 

 Pupils know why, what and how their learning relates to everyday life in their 
family, local community and the world of work. 
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The purpose of the curriculum - What 

is Curriculum for Excellence? - The 

curriculum in Scotland 

 Ensures progression in skills and in knowledge and understanding. 

 Can provide opportunities for mixed-stage learning which is interest-based. 

 The curriculum should include space for learning beyond subject boundaries, 
so that children and young people can make connections between different 
areas of learning and application. 

 Interdisciplinary learning is an important element within Curriculum for 
Excellence.  

It constitutes one of the four contexts for learning.  

 Life and ethos of the school as a community 

 Curriculum areas and subjects 

 Interdisciplinary learning 

 Opportunities for personal achievement. 

 The Topics suggested in the Three Year Rolling Programme offer both 
breadth and challenge  and lend themselves to be taught through an 
interdisciplinary learning approach or if needed as a subject specific learning 
experience depending on the learning needs of the pupils.   

 Children are encouraged to lead their learning both in the nursery and 
school. 

 Providing opportunities for collaborative learning off key concepts as well as 
independent work. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/whatiscurriculumforexcellence/thepurposeofthecurriculum/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/whatiscurriculumforexcellence/thepurposeofthecurriculum/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/whatiscurriculumforexcellence/thepurposeofthecurriculum/index.asp
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Learning and Assessment 

Our Curriculum and  Assessment Framework  

About Assessment:  
 
Assessment of children’s progress and achievement is based on teachers’ 
professional judgements of their knowledge and understanding, skills, attributes and 
capabilities, as described in the E’s and O’s across the curriculum. 
 
Assessment Is For Learning:  

Our aims are to identify the strengths/areas to work on for each child and improve 
their attainment, confidence and motivation. We use observations, class quizzes, 
topic assessments, learning dialogues etc. to compile information on a child and 
help identify their next steps. Continuous on-going assessment takes place 
throughout the school.  
We assess the children more formally in the main subject areas, such as Phonics, 
Reading, Mathematics and spoken and written language. As children progress 
through the school we use a combination of different assessment methods to get 
the best picture possible of a child and their progress.  
Teachers assess pupils more formally twice yearly and record data on both their 
academic progress and their attitude and effort in work. 

We fully embrace the strategies of the Assessment for Learning theory which 
provides learners with information and guidance so they can plan and manage the 
next steps in their learning. 

Assessment for learning uses information to lead from what has been learned to 
what needs to be learned next. 

Our Core Curriculum Structure 

When designing our curriculum we decided that once our Learners had reached P7, 
we wanted them to have developed the following: 


Critical thinking 
Resilience 
Problem solving 
Core literacy and numeracy skills 
Collaboration 
Communication skills 
Confidence 
Flexibility of thinking 
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Social skills 
Healthy-living 
Secure use of technology 
Respect / empathy / tolerance 
Metacognition 
Responsibility 

Creativity & Enterprise 
Prepared for the world of work 

 

At Badcaul & Scoraig we believe our curriculum provides our learners with many of 
the opportunities they will need to develop and shape these characteristics. 
However, we believe it is our values, culture and ethos as a school that will help 
shape a number of these.  
 
Outdoor Learning 

 Opportunities for outdoor learning are made good use of, e.g. school garden 
area, Nursey Garden, Greenhouse, raised bed and planted tubs. All pupils are 
involved in organising and maintaining the school playgrounds and garden. 
Parent volunteers help out with the school garden and there is liaison with 
the Countryside Ranger who was involved in the plan for the school grounds 
within the school’s Eco-School Action Plan. 

 The local area, such as the beach and forested areas can be used for a range 
of investigations. 

 The Eco Committees have begun  planning for the next stage in updating the 
school’s status. 

 The local Coastal Ranger is involved in the planning and development of the 
school garden/outdoor space and provides input into topic work as 
appropriate.  

Assemblies 

 Assemblies celebrate success and achievement of individual pupils, groups, 
Pupil Council, Eco Committee and the whole school. 

 A special assembly is held at the end of session to which parents, family, 
friends and members of the wider community are invited. Here we mark the 
Primary 7 pupils moving on to High School with a small gift.  

 Assemblies this year have written out new School Visions and reviewed how 
we follow the Four Capacities and we have written extended Aims. We have 
also explore the UN Conventions of the Rights Of The Child.  


